BLUEPRINT AT HC

BACK IN 1995, BILLBOEH
was a bachelor and a recent
graduate of MIT's School
of Architecture and Plan-
‘ning. He’d served in the
Peace Corps in Malawi,
hadworked at the Boston
Architectural College, and
was preparing to open his
own firm focused on afford-
ablehhousing. At the same
time, he began rehabbing
his outdated goo-square-
foot Cambridge home=
Tackling mostofthe
construction with the »

FAMILY AFFAIR: Danielle Sauvé and her
children, Rosa and Théo, in the living
room. Her husband, an architect, kept
the exterior window framesin place
when he built the 2002 addition.
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1. Théosits in front of a photograph by the
Montreal artist Raymond Avril. Boehm found
the cabinet (nextto Théo)atayard sale,
painted it,and added new hardware fora
vintage-chiclook.2. AMartin acousticand
aresonator-style guitar hang side by side in
the kitchen forimpromptu singalongs.

3. While in Malawi, Boehm bought this
kinetic toy made of scrap metal and dis-
carded fabric. 4. Rosa perches on an Eames
rocker from Design Within Reach, a birthday
gift from Boehm to Sauvé. 5. Théo and friend
Graham Cod, age seven, drew a chalk mural
offantasyanimalsonthe basement black-
board.8.Boehm built this model of New-
bury Street row houses with his students

at the Boston Architectural College using
cardboard, Homasote,and radiator cover
screening. 7. One piece of Sauvé’s ceramic
installation Places of Refuge, 2004, hangsin
the living room above the piano. 8. Boehm
built the modern architecture-inspired
plywood dollhouse for Théo in 2004. Now it’s
Rosa’s favorite toy.
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help of friends, Boehm took down walls,
enlarged the kitchen, and generally
opened up the modest Victorian, while
striving to preserve original period
details. For example, he conserved
a patchwork of wood flooring and
exposed the chimney’s original brick.
Asaresult, the house doesn’t feel as
though it was built all at once but rather
seems like the result of several cycles of
construction and deconstruction.
Fiveyears later, Boehm met visual art-
ist Danielle Sauvé ata mutual friend’s

house in New Hampshire. Shortly
thereafter, she left her faculty position at
Eduard-Montpetit College in Montreal
tojoinhim in Cambridge. With a child
on the way, they renovated the bath-
room, installing a big soaking tubwith
glass mosaictile, and created a small

den opposite theliving room. Eventually,
theyérected a 30c-square-foot addition
to accommodate an office and a chil-
dren’s bedroom. Boehm kept the win-
dows where they were, now part of the
home’s interior, but removed the glass.

Today, Boehm's one-time bachelor
pad happily absorbs a family of four.
‘With its generous kitchen and quirky
spaces, the house offers the kids a sur-
prising number of places to run, hide,
build Lego spaceships, and hold puppet
shows. Still, Boehm sometimes feelsa
little squeezed. “We wonder about the
one-bathroom situation when the kids
get older,” he says with a smile. “Tcan
envision aline of people waiting for my
daughter to finish her shower.” Thank-
fully, Boehm'’s a renovator to the core—
his work will never really be done. &

1. Boehm serenades his family with pitch-
perfect Delta blues on his National Steel
guitar.2. A glass-block skylight in the addi-
tion doubles asadeck above. The 8-foot-high
doorleadstoagarden.3. Nowstripped

ofits plasterand walls, thefree-standing
chimney s a prominent feature ofthe home.
Anew brick surround and slate mantel com-
plete the hearth. 4. In place of walls,Boehm
installed new doorcasingsand rosettes,
which echothe house’s original details.

1. Théo bounces on the Danish modern
reading-room chairin front of Boehm-built
shelves, which hold animpressive artand
architecture book collection.2. The base-
ment below the addition is now a playroom.
Sauvé finished the space with carpettile
flooring and a big Fatboy beanbag chair.

3. Thechildren's roomis finished with

cork flooring, topped with polyurethane to
increase resiliency. Bleached firtongue-in-
groove paneling runs along the walls and ceil-
ing,illuminated by a long fluorescent cove fix-
ture.Boehm builtawindow seataround the
airconditionerto keep it hidden fromview.




